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The interior of Covent Garden Market

Covent Garden is a district incentral Londorstraddling the easternmost parts of the
City of Westminsteand the southwest corner of thendon Borough of Camdeiifhe

area is dominated by shopping and entertainmeiitisand contains an entrance to the
Royal Opera Hous€ovent Garden, which is also widely known sim@y'@ovent
Garden," and the bustlifgeven Dialsrea.

The area is bounded Iigh Holborn Kingsway, The StrandandCharing Cross Road
Covent Garden Piazza is located in the geographical centre of the arehwas the site of
a flower, fruit and vegetable market from the 15008l 1974 when the wholesale
market relocated tblew Covent Garden Market Nine Elms
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[edit] History
[edit] Roman timesto the 1500s

A settlement has existed in the area sinc&Rthimantimes ofLondinium

"Convent Garden" (later corrupted to Covent Garaewe know it today) was the name
given, during the reign dfing John(1199- 1256, to a 40 acre (160,000 m?) patch in the
county of Middlesex, bordered west and east by wghabw St. Martin's Lane and Drury
Lane, and north and south by Floral Street andeadrawn from Chandos Place, along
Maiden Lane and Exeter Street to the Aldwych.

In this quadrangle the Abbey or Convent of St. R&kestminster, maintained a large
kitchen garden throughout the Middle Ages to previd daily food. Over the next three
centuries, the monks' old "convent garden" becamejar source of fruit and vegetables
in London and was managed by a succession of lelaszh by grant from the Abbot of
Westminster.

This type of lease eventually led to property dispuhroughout the kingdom, which
King Henry VIl solved in1540by the stroke of a pen when he dissolved the ntenas
and appropriated their land.

King Henry VIl granted part of the land dmhn Russell, Baron Russelbrd High
Admiral, and lateiEarl of Bedford In fulfilment of his father's dying wish, Kingdward
VI bestowed the remainder of the convent garddb4vto his maternal uncl&dward
Seymour, Duke of Somerseho began buildinggomerset Housen the south side of
The Strandhe next year. When Seymour was beheaded foiomaad 552 the land
once again came into royal gift, and was awardead fimonths later to one of those who
had contributed to Seymour's downfall. Forty a¢i€®,000 m?), known as "le Covent
Garden" plus "the long acre", were granted by rpgaéntin perpetuity to the Earl of
Bedford.

[edit] 1600sto 1800s

The modern-day Covent Garden has its roots indhg geventeenth centuryhen land
("the Convent's Garden") was redevelopedrigncis Russell, 4th Earl of Bedforthe
area was designed Iliyigo Jonesthe first and greatest of English Renaissandatauts.
He was inspired by late 15th Century and early tétitury planned market towns
known as bastides (themselves modelled on Romamiabkowns by way of nearby
monasteries, of which "Convent" Garden was oneg. dilea rapidly became a base for
market traders, and following tli&reat Fire of Londowf 1666which destroyed 'rival’
markets towards the east of the city, the markeaine the most important in the
country. Exotic items from around the world wererieal on boats up theiver Thames
and sold on from Covent Garden. The first mentiba Bunch and Judghow in Britain
was recorded by diariSfamuel Pepysvho saw such a show in the square in &2
Today Covent Garden is the only part of Londonngsd for street entertainment. In




1830a grand building reminiscent of tRoman bathsuch as those found Bathwas
built to provide a more permanent trading centre.

[edit] Modern day period

By the end of th&960s traffic congestiorin the surrounding area had reached such a
level that the use of the square as a market, wieghired increasingly larderriesfor
deliveries and distribution, was becoming unsustalen The whole area was threatened
with complete redevelopment. Followingpablic outcry in 1973theHome Secretary
Robert Carrgave dozens of buildings around the sqliated buildingstatus, preventing
redevelopment. The following year the market fipatioved to a new site (called the
New Covent Garden MarRedbout three miles south-westNihe EIms The square
languished until its central building re-openedahopping centre and tourist attraction
in 198Q Today the shops largely sell novelty items. M&gdous shoppers gravitate to
Long Acre, which has a range of clothes shops andidues, and Neal Street, noted for
its large number of shoe shophsndon's Transport Museuand the rear entrance to the
Royal Opera Housare also located on the Piazza.

The marketplace and Royal Opera House were menydoailight together in the
opening ofGeorge Bernard Shawxay, Pygmalion, where Professor Higgins is waiting
for a cab to take him home from the opera whendmees across Eliza Doolittle selling
flowers in the market.

In the mid 1950s, before he directed such filmE asdO Lucky Man, Lindsay
Andersondirected a short film about the daily activitiddlte Covent Garden market
calledEvery Day Except Christmas. It shows 12 hours in the life of the market and
market people, now long gone from the area, baisi reflects three centuries of
tradition in the operation of the daily fruit andgetable market.

Alfred Hitchcocks 1972 film,Frenzy, likewise takes place amongst the pubs and fruit
markets of Covent Garden. The serial sex killdfrienzy is a local fruit vendor, and the

film features several blackly comic moments sugggst metaphorical correlation
between the consumption of food and the act of-mpeder. Hitchcock was the son of a
Covent Garden merchant and grew up in the areas@antthe film was partly conceived
(and marketed) as a semi-nostalgic return to tighbeurhood of the director's

childhood. Supermod@&aomi Campbelivas also discovered by a model scout at the age
of 15 whilst walking through the streets of Cov&arden.

In a somewhat different musical tradition, Covearden'd\eal Streetvas home to the
famouspunkclub The Roxyin 1977

In 2005 the path leading up to the frontSafPaul's Churclwvas given plagues similar to
those in Leicester Square which became known a&uwbeue of StarsThe plagues
quickly deteriorated and only lasted a year bebmiag removed.




&
A street performer in front of the Market
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